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Amending to the riftimr 

This listing of claims wilt ret lace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the 
application. 

Listing pf Claims: 



1 . (Currently amen- led) An implantable medical device, comprising : 

a sealed housing derlr ing a chamber containing circuitry; 

the housing having an exterior defining a recess and comprising a *»t hnH v 
having a peripheral edge incl idiqg a st r ai ght edge nonion a „d wherein the r^ eg * u 
defined at an inter mediate pm tion of the strai ght «w eprtfon; 

a header received in tt e recess; 

the header having a bedy defining a plurality of lead bores, and including an 
electrical contact within each >ore, each contact connected to the circuitry in the 
housing; and 

the housing recess encompassing a major portion of the header. 

2. (Canceled) The device of claim 1 wherein the housing is a flat 
body having a peripheral edge including a straight edge portion, and wherein the recess 
is defined at an intermediate p irtion of the straight edge portion. 

3. (Original) The device of claim 1 wherein the housing is a flat 
body having a thickness, and v herein the recess is defined through the entire thickness 
of the housing. 

4. (Canceled) The device of claim 1 wherein the header has an 
exposed surface flush with an exposed surface of the housing, and wherein the entire 
exposed surface of the header c omprises surface portions each having a shape 
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characteristic selected from he group of characteristics including flat surfaces and 
cylindrical surfaces, such th t the header does not protrude from the housing. 

5. (Canceled) The device of claim 1 wherein the recess has 
recess surfaces abutting the 1 eader in at least three orthogonal directions. 

6. (Canceled) The device of claim 1 wherein the medical device 
comprises a cardiac rhythm i lanagement device. 

7. (Canceled) The device of claim 1 wherein the recess includes 
at least a pair of opposed sun aces between which the header is received. 

8. (Canceled) The device of claim 7 wherein the opposed 
surfaces are parallel to each c ther. 

9. (Currently amend sd.) An implantabl e medical devic e, comprising ; 
asealed hous ing olefin ngji chamber containing circuitry: 

the housing having ?n exterior defining arec^sj 
a header received fa > r*™^ 

tfte header having a bo ly defining a p lurali ty 0 f lead bore*, and including an 
electrical contact within each [ ore, each conta c t connected tn th e circuitry in 
housing; and 

the housing recess , encc mpassing a major portion nf th & fagajgL Tt,n h^; m 
eteim-^wherein the recess has a plurality of recess surfaces abutting the header, each 
recess surface having at least a portion angularly offset from another of the surfaces, 
and wherein at least a plurality of the surfaces include a conductive feed-through 
extending from the housing ch* mber to the header. 

10. (Original) T te device of claim 1 wherein the housing is a flat body 
having a peripheral edge includ ing a corner portion having a selected radius of 
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curvature less than that of ai least another portion of the peripheral edge, and wherein 
the recess is positioned away from the corner portion. 

1 1. (Original) The device of claim 1 wherein the housing is a flat body 
having a peripheral edge inc uding several edge segment portions having different 
degrees of curvature, and wl erein the recess is defined on an edge having the lowest 
degree of curvature. 

12. (Currently ame vied) The device of claim 1 wherein the housing is a flat 
body having opposed major i aces, and wherein the header has opposed feces flush with 
the housing major faces, and wherein the header has a periphery separating the opposed 
major faces, and wherein mo x than half of the periphery abuts the housing recess. 

13. (Original) Hie device of claim 1 wherein the housing is a flat body 
having opposed major faces, ind wherein the header has opposed feces flush with the 
housing major faces, and wht rein the header has a periphery separating the opposed 
major feces, and all but a situ le surface portion of the header periphery abuts the 
housing recess. 

14. (Original) , „n implantable cardiac rhythm management device, 
comprising: 

a sealed housing defini tg a chamber containing rhythm management circuitry; 
the housing being a fla body with opposed major feces, and having a periphery 
defining a recess; 

a header received in thi recess; 

the header having abay defining a plurality of lead bores, and including an 
electrical contact within each b >re, each contact connected to the circuitry in the 
housing; and 

the housing recess havu g recess surfaces abutting the header in at least three 
orthogonal directions. 
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15. (Original) The device of claim 14 wherein the recess includes at 
least a pair of opposed surfa :es between which the header is received. 

16. (Original) The device of claim 15 wherein the opposed surfaces are 
parallel to each other. 

17. (Original) The device of claim 14 wherein the peripheral edge 
includes a straight edge port) 3 n, and wherein the recess is defined at an intermediate 
portion of the straight edge p 3rtion. 

18. (Original) An implantable medical device, comprising : 

a sealed housing derlr ing a chamber containing rhythm management circuitry; 
the housing being a flat body with opposed major faces, and having a periphery 
defining a recess; 

a header received in tl e recess; 

the header having a bedy defining a plurality of lead bores, and including an 
electrical contact within each x>re, each contact connected to the circuitry in the 
housing; and 

the periphery edge incl uding several edge segment portions having different 
degrees of curvature, and whe rein the recess is defined on an edge segment having the 
lowest degree of curvature. 

19. (Original) 1 he device of claim 18 wherein the housing recess has 
recess surfaces abutting the he ider in at least three orthogonal directions. 

20. (Original) T lie device of claim 18 wherein the housing periphery 
includes a corner portion havir g a selected radius of curvature less than that of at least 
another portion of the peripher il edge, and wherein the recess is positioned away from 
the corner portion. 
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21 . (Original) The device of claim 18 wherein the housing is a flat body 
having opposed major faces, and wherein the header has opposed faces flush with the 
housing major faces, and wl crein the has a periphery separating the opposed major 
faces, and wherein more tha l half of the periphery abuts the housing recess. 

22. (Original) The device of claim 18 wherein the medical device 
comprises a cardiac rhythm i nanagement device. 

23. (New) An imj <lantable medical device, comprising : 
a sealed housing defir ing a chamber containing circuitry; 
the housing having an exterior defining a recess ; 

a header received in the recess; 

the header having a tx dy defining a plurality of lead bores, and including an 
electrical contact within each bore, each contact connected to the circuitry in the 
housing; and 

the housing recess enc >mpassing a major portion of the header, the recess 
including at least a pair of panllel opposed surfaces between which the header is 
received. 
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